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after considering factors outlined in
FAR 14.202-7, provided that facsimile
equipment is available in the office
designated to receive bids, and proce-
dures and controls have been estab-
lished for receiving and safeguarding
incoming bids.

[55 FR 20458, May 17, 1990]
514.203 Methods of soliciting bids.

514.203-1 Transmittal to prospective
bidders.

(a) Prospective bidders, as used in
FAR 14.203-1, include the incumbent
contractor (except when its written re-
sponse to the contracting activity’s no-
tice of contract action under FAR sub-
part 5.2 states a negative interest) and
should include bidders that responded
to recent solicitations for the same or
similar items. Names should be
checked against the bidders’ mailing
list and added if not already listed.

(b) Contracting officers shall ensure
that all amendments to solicitations
and related notices are furnished
promptly to every addressee previously
furnished a solicitation.

[54 FR 26514, June 23, 1989, as amended at 56
FR 47005, Sept. 17, 1991; 60 FR 42803, Aug. 17,
1995]

514.204 Records of invitations for bids
and records of bids.

The contracting officer shall obtain
from the Business Service Center (BSC)
and include in the file the names and
addresses of firms to whom the BSC
furnished solicitations. Contracting of-
ficers shall furnish these firms with ap-
plicable amendments or supply the
BSC with amendments for distribution.

514.205 Solicitation mailing lists.

514.205-1 Establishment of lists.

(a) Contracting officers within the
Federal Supply Service (FSS) should
use the computerized central solicita-
tion mailing list maintained by Region
7 for supplies and services for all pro-
curements expected to exceed the sim-
plified acquisition threshold. Other
GSA contracting activities may main-
tain local lists. Contracting activities
that maintain local mailing lists must
inform the BSC of the list and provide
related information regarding the list.

514.270

(b) Inquiries from or for business
firms requesting inclusion on solicita-
tion mailing lists should be referred to
the BSC serving the geographic areas
in which the firms are located. The
BSC will assist firms to be included on
the proper GSA mailing lists and will
provide application forms and related
information.

[54 FR 26514, June 23, 1989, as amended at 60
FR 42803, Aug. 17, 1995]

514.211 Release of acquisition infor-
mation.

Before award, access to information
concerning the Government cost esti-
mate is limited to Government person-
nel whose official duties require knowl-
edge of the estimate. After award, the
total amount of the Government esti-
mate may be revealed, upon request.
The basis for calculating the estimate
may not be released at any time.

514.213 Annual submission of rep-
resentations and certifications.

The Commissioners of the Federal
Supply Service, Information Resources
Management Service, and the Public
Buildings Service may establish proce-
dures for contracting activities in their
respective organizations and assign re-
sponsibility within contracting activi-
ties for centrally requesting, receiving,
storing, verifying and updating
offerors’ annual submissions.

[55 FR 20458, May 17, 1990]

514.270 Bid acceptance period.

(a) The 60-day period stipulated in
the parenthetical statement in Item 12
of the Standard Form 33, Solicitation,
Offer and Award, is neither a ‘‘stand-
ard” nor a request to bidders to allow
such period.

(b) The contracting officer may
specify a different minimum bid ac-
ceptance period and/or permit a bidder
to insert a number of calendar days
after bid opening, during which its bid
is valid.

(c) When specifying a minimum bid
acceptance period, the contracting offi-
cer shall:

(1) Insert in solicitations the provi-
sion at 552.214-16, Minimum Bid Ac-
ceptance Period, instead of the provi-
sion at FAR 52.214-16, and
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